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S.S. LESSON 


FIRST THINGS FIRST | 


The Church must never lose sight of her spiritual and redemptive 
message through absorption in the overwhelming social and economic 
issues of the day. This is crucial. Not that we should be unconcerned 
about industrial relations and civil rights and world order. But this 
is not enough. We cannot suspend a Christian society in a vacuum. 
I sometimes think that our Christian social concern today is moving 
under the momentum of a spiritual motivation provided by a gen- 
eration that had a deeper and more virile faith than ours. We are 
living on an “unearned spiritual increment” that may exhaust itself in 
time unless it is replenished by a revival of vital faith in the cardinal 
facts of God, Christ, Regeneration, and Salvation. 


—C. Darby Fulton 
“The Church In A Revolutionary World” 
(See p. 7, this issue) 
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This week we carry the first in a 
series of six masterful treatments of 
important doctrines of the Reformed 
Faith (p. 5). This article, by Dr. 
Strong, is preliminary to five which 
will follow on the so-called Five Points 
of Calvinism: Total Inability, Uncon- 
ditional Election, Limited Design of 
the Atonement, Irresistible Grace, Per- 
severance of the Saints. These doc- 
trines, the first letters of which make 
up the word TULIP, were listed by the 
Dutch Synod of Dort (1618) as their 
answer to “Five Articles of the Ar- 
minians” which had appeared in 1610. 
(The same year the first Baptist con- 
gregation was organized in England, 
by the way, in case you ever have an 
argument with a Baptist . . . although 
the only Arminian Baptists are the 
“Free Will Baptists’). 





It’s true! The Journal, which is 
quoted more than any other Presby- 
terian magazine, last week was quot- 
ed in the pages of the national edition 
of Our Sunday Visitor, the national 
Roman Catholic action weekly. The 
Visitor was taking notice of our reprint 
of John Clarence Petrie’s “The Making 
of a Left Wing Parson” (Aug. 10). 
We share with Roman Catholics one 
important concern: for consistency and 
integrity in testimony. We can sum- 
mon more respect for an opponent 
who can be counted on to say the 
same thing tomorrow that he said to- 
day — and mean what he says; than 
for an alleged friend who changes his 
views to suit the prevailing winds — 
and whose position is probably not 
what it appears to be anyhow. 





Eleven (count em!) more Journal 
awards of a beautiful King James Bi- 
ble for the recitation of the Shorter 
Catechism are announced: From the 
John’s Island church (Dr. R. W. Cou- 
sar, pastor), Felix Joseph Nepreux, IV, 
and Susan Ann Nepreux. From the 
Bainbridge, Ga., church (Rev. James 
Eade Anderson, pastor), John U. Grim- 
ley, III, William Thad Pettijohn, Ver- 
non Jackson Lucas, Troy Letchworth, 
III. From the Mebane, N. C., church 


(Cont. on p. 9, col. 3) 
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BIBLE IN THE BREAD BOX 


EGYPT — Feeding on the bread of 
life is more than religious symbolism. 
To an Egyptian fellah (peasant) 
living in one of the remote villages 
along the banks of the Nile, it seems 
natural to place the Bible in the bread 
box. For books are such precious 
commodities that a villager without 
funds will offer bread in exchange. 


Sun-scorched sands which isolate vil- 
lages from towns make it impossible 
to buy bread. Like selling children, 
even the idea of taking money for 
bread is repulsive. If you are hungry, 
a villager will gladly break bread with 
you, but he neither expects nor wants 
money in return. 


The three most precious possessions 
of a Christian Egyptian villager are 
children, bread, and the Bible. No 
matter how large the family, and fre- 
quently the children number ten or 
more, the new baby is welcomed joy- 
ously. Like leaves on the sugar cane, 
each new sprout is sweeter than the 
one before. Bread, the main item of 
the meal, is a physical necessity. The 
Bible, which costs 20 piastres, is the 
equivalent of two days’ work. So 
much money will buy the food for an 
average size family for a week. So 
the Bible is often placed in the bread 
box, side by side with the bread, and 
thus is protected from the inroads of 
ants, goats, and children. 


In many villages, the adults meet 
two nights a week around a table for 
Bible study. To these little groups 
of Christians, the Bible is a possession 
beyond all price. From its pages come 
the strength and comfort and inspira- 
tion needed for daily living. And, as 
with other groups of new literates (for 


| most have learned to read in special 
literacy classes taught by missionaries 


(Cont. on p. 9, col. 3) 





Gospel Hymns Maintain Top Rank In Poll 


NEW YORK (RNS) — “The Old 
Rugged Cross’ remains America’s 
best-loved hymn, according to a poll 
taken by the Christian Herald, one of 
the largest independent religious mag- 
azines in the world. 


Readers cast 30,000 votes in the poll 
to register the largest response to any 
Christian Herald hymn survey. 


Both the first-place hymn and the 
runner-up, “What a Friend We Have 
in Jesus,” occupied the same positions 
they did in the magazine’s 1953 sur- 
vey. 


Others ranking among the top 12 
of the 1,666 hymns named were (ac- 
cording to decreasing popularity): In 
the Garden; How Great Thou Art; 
Sweet Hour of Prayer; Abide with 
Me; Rock of Ages; Nearer, My God, 
to Thee; Amazing Grace; Jesus, Lover 


Dry Sunday La 
Unaffected by Ruling 


WASHINGTON, D. C. (RNS)—The 
decision of the United States Supreme 
Court concerning the constitutionality 
of Sunday “blue laws” in Pennsyl- 
vania, Maryland, and Massachusetts 
will probably not affect laws barring 
liquor sales on Sunday, in the opinion 
of state law enforcement officials. 


In most states, liquor laws are in 
a separate section of the state code 
from laws regulating sales of other 
commodities and general business ac- 
tivities, officials attending a meeting 
of the Joint Committee of the States 
to Study Alcoholic Beverage Laws 
said here. 


Roger V. Layner, enforcement chief 
of the Maryland Alcohol Beverages 
Division, and vice-chairman of the 
Joint Committee, said that even if 
Maryland’s venerable “blue law” dat- 
ing back to colonial days should be 
overthrown, his state will continue 
enforcing Sunday tavern closing laws. 


Other state enforcement officials 
agreed that they would continue Sun- 
day closing enforcement unless a 
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of My Soul; Beyond the Sunset; and 
Blessed Assurance. 


In the previous poll, hymns in third, 
fourth, and fifth places were: I Love 
to Tell the Story, In the Garden, and 
Rock of Ages. By 1960, I Love to 
Tell the Story had dropped to 20th on 
the list. 


While ministers voted generally for 
the more stately, serious hymns, they 
chose as Number 1, What a Friend We 
Have in Jesus, followed by: The Old 
Rugged Cross; When I Survey the 
Wondrous Cross; Amazing Grace; and 
How Great Thou Art — to name but 
the first five on their list. 


Biggest surprise in the balloting was 
the fourth-place winner, How Great 
Thou Art, a newcomer to the U. S. 
It was written in Sweden in 1885 by 
Carl Bosberg and set to an old Swedish 
folk tune. 


specific constitutional challenge is 
raised to the beverage control laws— 
most of which have been enacted since 
repeal of prohibition in 1933, under 
the constitutionality-tested authority 
of the states to regulate the liquor 
industry. 


Berlin Crusade Ends; 
Reds’ Interference Hit 


BERLIN — Evangelist Billy Gra- 
ham has ended his Berlin Crusade 
with record numbers of people from 
both sides of the Iron Curtain filling 
his giant tent each day. Several hun- 
dred East Berliners defied Communist 
intimidation daily to attend. 





Climaxing a series of crusades in 
Switzerland and Germany, the Berlin 
meetings were held in the largest tent 
ever erected in Germany. It was lo- 
cated just a block from the Russian 
sector. 


Leaders of the Evangelical Church 
of Berlin-Brandenburg lodged a sharp 
protest against Communist police ef- 
forts to bar East Berliners from at- 
tending. In a note to East German 
President Otto Grotewohl, the Church 


leaders stressed that Soviet Zone resi- 
dents traveling to West Berlin to hear 
Dr. Graham were forced out of sub- 
ways and subjected to frequent, rig- 
orous interrogations. 


The note added: “Christian citizens, 
because of their faith, were abused 
and derided by Communist officials, 
who also reviled and blasphemed God 
in a manner comparable with the Nazi 


” 


era. 





Catholic Press Seeks 
Swayed Public Opinion 


SYDNEY, Australia — (RNS) — 
A Roman Catholic newspaper here 
told Catholic parents in New South 
Wales that if they ever hope to get 
a share of state aid for their parochial 
schools thzir first step must be to 
sway public opinion in their favor. 


The Catholic Weekly, organ of the 
Sydney archdiocese, said ‘“govern- 
ments rarely move in advance of pub- 
lic opinion,” but “rather they are 
guided by it.” 


It made its suggestion in a “special 
editorial’ commenting on the state’s 
record allocation of $120,960,000 for 


public education in the 1960-61 budget. 


It said that “over and over again, 
Catholics have organized political ac- 


tivity — a proper democratic privi- 
lege — in order to obtain justice,” 
but this has been done “without first 
winning the approval of their non- 
Catholic fellow citizens.” 

“As a result,” the paper added, 
“they have generated opposition at 


points where they might have expect- 
ed support — and no government will 
move against what it considers to be 
the will of the majority.” 





Schools Group Elects 


CHICAGO—Changes in the leader- 


ship of the National Association of 
Christian Schools have been  an- 
nounced. Dr. Mark Fakkema, long the 


educational director, resigned in Au- 
gust. The executive committee at once 


elected Dr. C. B. Eavey as acting 
director and appointed Mr. Roy W. 
Lowrie, Jr.,. editor of the monthly 


magazine, The Christian Teacher. Dr. 
Stephen W. Paine was chosen as presi- 
dent. of the association, and Dr. 
Enock C. Dyrness became vice-presi- 
dent. 
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Task of Evangelism 
Urged on New Church 


ANTSIRABE, Madagascar—(RNS) 
— Evangelization — not church or- 
ganization — was stressed at the Sec- 
ond All-African Lutheran Conference 
here as the “primary responsibility” of 
the churches regardless of any organi- 
zational changes accompanying Mis- 
sion-Church integration. 


In a resolution, delegates noted that 
the task was so great that “it will 
command the full attention of the Mis- 
sion and Church.” The conference al- 
so stated its conviction that “the large 
unfinished task of evangelization re- 
quires continual use of missionary per- 
sonnel and that the African Churches 
earnestly desire this help.” 


In other’ resolutions, delegates 
stressed the need for the Churches 
to make greater efforts in adult lit- 
eracy work and production 
Christian literature. 


of good 





Media Seen Distorting 
View of African Work 


ANTSIRABE, Madagascar (RNS)— 
Western mass media were charged 
here by the chairman of the Inter- 
national Missionary Council with dis- 
torting representations of the role of 
Christian church work in Africa. 


Dr. Christian G. Baeta, professor 
of theology at the University College, 
Legon, Ghana, called on Christian 
bodies to take note of “the consider- 
able and apparently deliberate dis- 
tortion of the motivation, the his- 
torical expressions and the effects of 
Christian work in Africa that is going 
forward at the present time.” The 
IMC leader addressed the Second All- 
Africa Lutheran Conference sponsored 
by the Lutheran World Federation’s 
Department of World Mission. 


He said that a film of Africa made 
by journalists who had toured the 
continent, which he viewed recently 
in New York, portrayed the role of 
Christianity as ‘“‘so utterly irrelevant 
as to be ridiculous . . . in the context 
of stirring developments in 
and other secular fields.” 


politics 


Dr. Baeta asserted that “there have 
been quite a few books written re- 
cently in various western countries, 
purporting to give accounts and in- 
terpretations of what is happening in 
Africa today, which presumably do 


OCTOBER 19. 


not recognize any ‘missionary factor’ 
at all, or seem to regard it as quite 
negligible.” 


said he had met 
from foreign lands 
who, while showing a keen interest 
in the present movement towards a 
new life all over the African conti- 
nent, seemed to be under the im- 
pression that Christian missions con- 
stituted some sort of hindrance to 
African progress and even that they 
probably never should have been un- 
dertaken at all.”’ Some, he said, are 
even “counselling Africans . that 
Christian missions be thrown out of 
the continent forthwith.” 


In addition, he 
“many visitors 





Clergy’s S.S. Deadline 
Extended Until 1962 


WASHINGTON, D. C. —(RNS)— 
President Eisenhower has signed into 
law an amendment to the Social Se- 
curity Act extending until April 15, 
1962, the time in which members of 
the clergy may elect voluntary cover- 
age under the social security system. 


When Congress enacted legislation 
permitting participation by the clergy 
for the first time in 1954, a cut-off 
date of September 15, 1957, was set 
after which ministers who did not file 
the required waiver would be per- 
manently barred from participation. 


However, many members of Con- 
they had received com- 
plaints from clergymen who said they 
did not understand the law and that 
the deadline was not announced in suf- 
ficient time for them to comply. I 
some cases, erroneous information was 
given clergymen by local officials who 
did not understand the regulations 
either. And, in other cases, church 
agencies failed to resolve the question 
of whether members of the clergy 
should participate in the governmental 
program, in time for ministers to ap- 
ply for coverage. 


said 


gress 


Bible Quiz Show Cited 


NEW YORK—(RNS)—Radio sta 
tio WNEW was honored at an awards 
luncheon here by the American Bi- 
ble Society for its 18-year-old weekly 
quiz program, “The Living Bible.”’ 





Heard Sundays from 7:35 to 8 a.m., 
“The Living Bible” draws its con- 
testants from young church and Sun- 
day School members in the New York 
metropolitan area. 
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The Doctrine of --- 


Original Sin 


Scripture: Genesis 3 


When we mention original sin, some 
think that the reference is to Adam’s 
first transgression, that is, to the fall 
—but not so. The Scripture passage, 
Genesis 3, deals with the fall. The 
account is not myth or parable but 
history. Seduced by the tempter, Eve 
accepted a line of thought that dis- 
torted the Divine prohibition to eat 
the fruit of the tree of knowledge of 
good and evil. She went on to doubt 
that God meant what He said about 
the penalty that would be incurred 
for disobedience. She fancied the ex- 
perience of eating the fruit a way of 
acquiring great wisdom and enhanced 
personal stature. She took, she ate. 
She prevailed on Adam to eat also. 


Paul tells Timothy that Adam was 
not deceived. Evidently for love of 
Eve he joined her in transgression. 
Thus did Adam, our agent and repre- 
sentative, betray us. 


In- 
of a theoretical understanding 
of evil and a practical experience of 
good, Adam came into a personal ex- 
perience of evil and would now only 
wistfully retain a memory of perfect 
goodness. By his primal disobedience 
his nature was defiled. Thus came 
about what we usually speak of as 
the corruption of our human family. 
It is this corruption of our own nature 
that we denote when mention 
original sin. 


Man was now a fallen being. 
stead 


we 


Terrible were the consequences of 
man’s fall. Death came down upon 
him — and therefore all the woes and 
ills that make for death. Social dis- 
arrangements, crimes, wars, every spe- 
cies of man’s inhumanity to man, 
physical and mental illness — all of 
these the fall brought in its train. 
The fall plunged mankind into a state 
of misery. 


THE SCRIPTURE AND 
ORIGINAL SIN 


Original sin, or the corruption of 
nature which we have from birth, is 
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one of the gravest consequences of 
the fall. Let us look at several of the 
Scripture passages that treat the sub- 
ject of original sin. Genesis 6:5 in- 
dicates the necessity of the judgment 
of the flood. Man’s corruption of 
heart had become so extreme that 
“every imagination of the thoughts of 
his heart was only evil continually.” 
And Genesis 8:21 shows this corrup- 
tion to be not acquired but innate 
when it that “the imagination 


of man’s heart is evil from his youth.” 


says 


In Psalm 51 David laments his crime 

against Uriah and traces it to its root 
in his nature, saying, “Behold, I was 
shapen in iniquity; and in sin did my 
mother conceive me.” 
The Lord Jesus Christ teaches us 
that sin is a state of being as well as 
acts of transgression when He says, 
“Out of the heart proceed _ evil 
thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornica- 
tions, thefts, false witness, blas- 
phemies” (Matthew 15:19). 


Ephesians 2:3 is also most pertinent. 
“We all fulfilled the desires of the 
flesh and of the mind; and were by 
nature the children of wrath.” Plain- 
ly the unsaved man is an heir of wrath 
by his nature; original sin makes him 
subject to condemnation. How per- 
vasive in our race is the state of sin, 
how ugly in God’s sight are we ren- 
dered by original sin! 


MODERN THINKING AND 
ORIGINAL SIN 


This teaching is not acceptable to 
many minds. In their sophistication 
they resent and reject the Biblical 
analysis. And yet in our day we are 
seeing a return to the truth of origi- 
nal sin. The psychologist, Freud, was 
indeed Christian. 
And his ideas on psychoanalysis, 


far from being a 
once 
accepted without question, have come 
under. increasingly heavy fire. Their 
validity and value are sternly chal- 
lenged, for example, in a recent article 
by Dr. H. J. Eysenk in Reader’s Digest. 
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There is, however, some truth in 
depth psychology; it is helpful to be 
made aware of subconscious mental 
activity. And it is interesting to see 
that these students of human nature 
have not proposed any image of man 
which would do violence to the doc- 
trine of original sin. The saying is 
that the Freudians will talk about hu- 
man nature in terms that would shock 
a decent beast. We do not have to 
follow the analysis of human nature 
that speaks of the “id,” the “ego,” 
and the “superego.””’ We can, how- 
ever, make relevant to our Christian 
purpose the trend in psychology that 
asserts dark depths in the heart of 
man. 


Reinhold Niebuhr, who is account- 
ed a leading modern theologian, holds 
a low view of Scripture as contrasted 
with the Presbyterian view, which is 
high, being confessional. To him the 
fall is myth. And yet he approaches 
us in his view of the state of the hu- 
man soul. He strongly insists upon 
an idea equivalent to the doctrine of 
original sin. He sees pride to be the 
root of human fault and failings. Man 
rebels against his finiteness and in 
his pride raises his fist against God. 
And sin, as Niebuhr sees it, is both 
inevitable and innate in every man. 


It is truly interesting to see how 
often in modern thought the psychol- 
ogist and the liberal theologian, start- 
ing from an entirely different point 
of view from that of the Presbyterian, 
very nearly arrive at the same con- 
clusion concerning the nature of man 
as the one to which Scripture has 
led us. 


PRACTICAL HELP 
OF THE DOCTRINE 


The realistic analysis of human na- 
ture given us by the Bible can save 
us from many a pitfall. Look at so- 
cialism, with its key principle “from 
each according to his ability, to each 
according to his need,” for an example 
of wishful thinking about human na- 
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ture. 


Man is viewed as capable of 
working out a just distribution of 
goods. 


The trouble is that the corruption 
of human nature is overlooked. Self- 
ishness and laziness must be dealt with. 
What man ought to do he won’t do, 
because he is a sinner! So you must 
establish a powerful bureaucracy to 
work out the scheme. In the end you 
have government inefficiency, intoler- 
able interference, the stifling of in- 
itiative. 


Pacifism illustrates the same kind 
of faulty thinking about human na- 
ture. Consider the silly suggestions 
that have been made that America 
should trustfully disarm! The tempta- 
tion is to range over this subject and 
ring the changes on the naivete of 
our pacifist friends. We who hold 
that human nature is not to be trusted 
— not even in its own best interests— 
are sometimes held to be unChristian. 
But the soundest Christian doctrine of 
man is that one which labels his na- 
ture originally sinful. 


Turn again to the teaching of Scrip- 
ture. The Bible makes it clear that 
we are born with a nature that is 
disposed toward sin. As a child grows, 
his sinful nature soon manifests itself 
in wilfulness and rebellion. This hap- 
pens every single time. There has 
only been one exception in the entire 
history of the race, the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Because in His case it was a 
Divine Being making entrance into the 
human family on His own initiative in 
order to redeem men from their sins, 
the corruption of sin was not allowed 
to infect the human life conceived in 
the womb of the Virgin Mary. But 
in every other instance Genesis fits: 
the imagination of a man is evil from 
his youth. 


So you and I do not become sinners 
by sinning. We sin because we are 
sinners. Sin is not only an act. Sin 
is also a state of being. In the fall 
man lost his righteousness. The na- 
ture he passes on to the next genera- 
tion is a depraved nature and so a 
sinful nature. Its sinful tendencies, like 
murder, will out. 


We can be greatly helped in life 
when we understand these things. It 
is helpful to parents — and grand- 
parents! When my grandson was 
brought to me that I might baptize 
him into the Name of the Triune God, 
my doting fondness for the little fel- 
low was never, I suppose, more in evi- 
dence. But just the same I asked the 


question of his parents: “Do you 
acknowledge the Biblical teaching that 
because of Adam’s fall human nature 
is sinful and our little children need 
therefore the cleansing of the blood 
of Christ and the renewing of the 
Holy Spirit?” 


I must admit that my grandson, 
now a toddler, shows at times unmis- 
takable signs of having typical human 
nature. The point is that parents 
learn, by the doctrine of original sin, 
why they must train, curb, restrain, 
and even punish their little folk. Scrip- 
ture says that foolishness is bound up 
in the heart of the child. Let a parent 
realize this and then persistently work 
with his child and fulfill the duty of 
administering correction. 


The doctrine helps us in human re- 
lations. Now we understand what is 
going on in others. We won’t expect 








The Power of Conviction 


I am never quite sure about the 
person who says about anything and 
everything that he is keeping an open 
mind . . . When the issues at stake 
summon attention short of the element 
of conviction, disaster is imminent... 
When a Christian says, “I am abso- 
lutely convinced,” victory is already 
foreshadowed in the conviction. 


—Dr. Henry Young 


the worst of them, but neither shall 
we be dashed into disillusionment 
when we see that worst. We know 
that all are sinners. 


And we shall understand ourselves 
better. The tendency in the Christian 
is to become discouraged with himself. 
Why do we have such a struggle in 
the Christian life? It helps to know 
that the new birth does not destroy 
sin. It gives a new, God-ward set to 
the soul, but the motions of sin are 
still there. Recognizing what is ac- 
tually occurring in his heart, a Chris- 
tian will refuse to quit; he will pray 
on and work on and go on, by the 
power of the Holy Spirit. 


The needs of society will be better 
grasped. Sin is in every heart. In- 
clinations are to self, and evil. So 
there must be restraints. Parents, 


teachers, policemen, judges, military 
men play each their part in maintain- 
ing a fairly decent environment. It 
is terrible to think of what would hap- 
pen if restraints were lifted. What 
idle talk, for example, when men say 
that the death penalty for murder has 
had no deterrent effect! This is an- 
other universal negative and cannot be 
proved. But one knows in his soul— 
and comparative statistics are not 
lacking to assist him — that it cer- 
tainly does make a difference that the 
death penalty will fall on the mur- 
derer. There must be _ restraints. 
There have to be penalties. 


There needs to be more preaching 
too about God’s settled purpose to 
punish sin. 


THE GOSPEL ANSWER 


Now, of course, the answer to our 
human problem is not restraints and 
the enforcing of penalties. Nor is it 
training and teaching and discipline. 
The need of the sinful heart is for 
regeneration. 


Man needs the saving grace of God. 
He needs new life in Christ. He needs 
a new will to obedience. The eyes 
that have been blind must be opened. 
The ears that have been deaf must be 
unstopped. The heart that has been 
spiritually dead must be made to beat 
in rhythm with God’s love. The Word 
of God and the Spirit of God must 
be brought powerfully to bear upon 
the soul. 


There is the classic story of Charles 
Darwin and the rude savages of Tierra 
del Fuego. When the Beagle touched 
at the inhospitable island, Darwin 
formed the opinion that its inhabitants 
were so low in the scale of human life 
as to be but little above the brutes. 
Missionaries took up the implied chal- 
lenge. On Darwin’s next visit he 
found that the Gospel of Christ had 
wrought a marvel. The message of 
Christ and His blood shed for sinners 
had been blessed to effect an amazing 
transformation among the Fuegans. 
Darwin sent a check to the missionary 
society in tribute to their work. 


Man ruined by the fall, degraded by 
the outworking of his sinful nature, 
is still the object of God’s love and 
saving interest. The chains of sin 
do snap when the mighty Gospel ham- 
mer beats. 


* * « * 


Dr. Strong is pastor of the Trinity 
Church, Montgomery, Ala. 
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THE CHURCH 





IN A REVOLUTIONARY WORLD 


PART Il 


(Note: Last week, Part I of Dr. 
Fulton’s address appeared. In it he 
established the fact of revolution to- 
day and analyzed the good and bad 
aspects of revolution as these appear 
in evidence). 


What, then, should be the attitude 
of the Church to this revolutionary 
situation? I should like to present a 
few observations: 


1. The Church should recognize the 
unchanging elements in its mission and 
message, and plant its feet firmly on 
the verities that are permanent and 
enduring. 


2. Its method and strategy must be 
adaptable. They must be realistically 
aimed at contemporary situations. We 
are not of the world, but we are in 
this world. We cannot escape our 
involvement in the human scene. In 
it, however, we are not to conform 
but to transform. 


38. The Church must manifest its 
supra-national character. There is 
danger lest the Church itself become 
infected by the nationalistic spirit. I 
do not want to labor the point, but 
one is even disposed to question wheth- 
er it is a good idea to include the 
names of countries in the official desig- 
nations of our Churches as, for ex- 
ample, “The National Presbyterian 
Church of Mexico” or “The Presby- 
terian Church in the United States.” 
Nationalism within the Church must 
be resisted, because it is essentially a 
denial of the supra-national character 
of the Church, that is, of ecumenism 
in its real sense. Somehow the Church 
must be able to achieve complete 
domestication within every country 
without sacrificing its world-embrac- 
ing quality. 


C. DARBY FULTON, D.D. 


4. Ours must be an ecumenism of 
faith. It must not become an ecumen- 
ism of doubt or of compromise. We 
need to be sure that in becoming wide 
we do not become shallow. We shall 
have failed, if in becoming ecumenical 
we become sub-Christian in the pro- 
cess. It will not profit us if we gain 
the whole “oikumene” and lose our 
testimony. We must beware lest or- 
ganizational concerns outweigh our in- 
terest in the witness and message of 
the Church. Ecumenism must not be- 
come an expression of Christianity’s 
lowest common denominator but rather 
of its highest multiple. 


This is especially germane in the 
ease of particular projects launched 
on an ecumenical or inter-denomina- 
tional basis. The danger here is acute 
because we cannot carry into such co- 
operative arrangements the theological 
safeguards by which our own denomi- 
national enterprises are protected. We 
usually begin, in such cases, by setting 
aside our distinctive creeds. And what 
do we adopt in their place? Often, 
nothing. This frequently results in 
the acceptance of a weaker Christian 





Teach The Bible! 


Nothing can ever take the place 
of a knowledge of the Book, the 
Word of God. Somehow or other 
we must make more of the Book if 
Protestantism is to survive. The 
Church must go back to the Bible 
and teach it . . . The Scriptures 
have nothing to hide and nothing 
to fear from any inquiry. The 
more light you turn on the truth 
the more beautiful it appears. 


—Dr. Joseph Sizoo 
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position for ecumenical work than any 
cooperating denominations singly would 
accept. Here is a real dilemma. It 
poses a serious problem for the 
ecumenical movement. We must work 
for a witness of positive Christianity, 
not for one of vagueness, an amor- 
phous absence of conviction and testi- 
mony. 


5. Corollary with this is another ob- 
servation. We must not allow our 
ecumenical zeal and activity to termi- 
nate in the mere promotion of ecumen- 
ism as an end in itself. To put it vul- 
garly, there is danger lest we become 
“bogged down” in inter-Church rela- 
tions to the neglect of the outward 
thrust of the Church toward the unbe- 
lieving world in missions and evan- 
gelism. 


Too much of the present emphasis 
and concern in our interdenominational 
activities is directed simply at doing 
things together. Important as this 
“togetherness” may be, it loses much 
of its meaning and becomes little more 
than a sentimental exercise unless we 
constantly give attention to what it 
is that we are to do and say through 
our united witness. Unless this wit- 
ness is centered in the Gospel and 
presents the living Christ to fallen 
humanity as the one Saviour the hope 
of the world, our unitedness will not 
save us from sterility and defeat. 


The Koinonia must be instrumental 
to the Kerygma. Fellowship and mu- 
tual aid among Christians is no ad- 
equate substitute for obedience to the 
Great Commission. 


6. If the Ecumenical Movement is 
to fulfill its highest usefulness, it must 
be so organized and construed as to 
encourage the constituent Churches in 
the development of their own fullest 
individual capacities. 


It must not be 





allowed to degenerate into a sort of 


ecclesiastical collectivism that serves 
to destroy denominational initiative 
and responsibility. 


This is critical, especially in relation 
to the so-called “younger Churches.”’ 
Evidence is not lacking that the idea 
of the World Christian Community and 
the corporate responsibility of the 
whole for every part has been used 
by certain Churches to justify their 
continued dependence upon subsidies 
and grants-in-aid, with the result that 
development in stewardship and self- 
support has been seriously retarded. 
In extreme cases such help is all but 
demanded as a right. Even the ca- 
pacity to be grateful seems almost to 
have been lost. 


The seriousness of this is not in the 
fact that it might cost us some money. 
Rather, it is in the injury that is done 
to the Churches themselves, by dis- 
couraging their growth in self-reliance 
and dignity, by depriving them of in- 
centive to liberality, and by confirm- 
ing them in their status as “receiv- 
ing Churches” instead of challenging 
them to make their distinctive contri- 
bution, however small, to the mission 
of the Church in the world. 


- 


7. In these days of outward dis- 
order, we need to remember that the 
Kingdom of God is within us. That 
is to say, the spiritual results for which 
the Church strives are not always vis- 
ible to the eye, nor can they be tab- 
ulated in quantitative terms. 


The Christian is likely to be dis- 
turbed at the sight of imperfection or 
conflict in the social order of which 
he is a part. At such times he should 
remember that there is much in the 
Bible to support the view that we are 
not to expect conditions of outward 
tranquility and perfection. World or- 
der in this sense is not to be our chief 
concern. We are not here first to 
build a new world, or to make the 
world safe for democracy, or set up 
a perfect society. Our primary in- 
terest is in the reign of our Lord 
Jesus Christ in the hearts of men, and 
this invisible Kingdom can be growing 
rapidly and fruitfully even in the midst 
of a world environment of confusion, 
division and strife. 


8. We should not be placed on the 
defensive. The Christian Church 
needs to avoid the sinister habit of re- 
solving all of its thought about the 
world into lists of problems. It is easy 
to develop a chronic “problemitis”’ in 


our Christian outlook. We gather 
PAGE 8 
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The History of 


REV. JAS. DeFOREST MURCH, D.D. 


To understand properly the current 
revolution from missions to mission it 
is essential to recall some history. In 
1910 at Edinburgh, Scotland, occurred 
the first interdenominational mission- 


ary convention. Edinburgh’s all-en- 
grossing concern for Christian mis- 
sions — “the evangelization of the 


world in a generation.”’ Most of the 
missionary leaders at that time, nota- 
bly Dr. John R. Mott, believed without 
reservation that the world was lost 
without the Gospel. Eventually the 
International Missionary Council came 
into being, along with the Foreign 
Missions Council of North America, 
heralding a new day in missionary co- 
operation and advance. 


Other world meetings were held in 
rapid succession, but it was not long 
before the apostles of liberalism, who 
were slowly but surely taking over 
leadership in their respective denomi- 
nations, came into control. At the 
world conference in Jerusalem in 
1928, official pronouncement recog- 
nized “Christian truth” in non-Chris- 
tian religions, and value in coopera- 
tion with their followers “in an in- 
tense battle against all the evils which 
endanger our modern civilization.”’ So- 
cial redemption in the Name of Christ 
assumed an importance above the 
preaching of the Gospel and individual 
salvation. These advanced views were 
by no means acceptable to the churches 
at large, but there were interesting 


around the table for consultation, and 
we begin with the question — ‘Now 
what are the problems before us at 
this meeting?” 


Instead, the Christian Church needs 
to take hold of its living message with 
conviction and to apply itself to the 
proclamation of that message regard- 
less of the outward conditions in the 
world which might discourage us. We 
need to take a positive attitude to- 
ward the Church’s mission. Instead 
of running up and down the line try- 
ing to bolster the Church against the 
next attack that may be launched by 
the revolutionary forces, we need to be 
giving our energy to the aggressive 
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behind-the-scenes developments in al- 
most all the major denomination! mis- 
sion boards. 


Then came the Laymen’s Missionary 
Inquiry. Liberals, convinced _ that 
progress toward their objectives could 
not be speedily achieved through ec- 
clesiastical machinery because of evan- 
gelical opposition, were able to get 
John D. Rockefeller, Jr., warm friend 
of Dr. Harry Emerson Fosdick, to sup- 
port a lay approach to the problem. 
In 1931 an Appraisal Committee head- 
ed by Dr. W. B. Hocking, professor 
of philosophy at Unitarian Harvard, 
toured the world and came home with 
shocking recommendations. 


Among proposals to the churches 
were included (1) abandonment of ag- 
gressive evangelism and _ proselytiza- 
tion, (2) selection, education, and ap- 
pointment of liberal-minded mission- 
aries, (3) recognition of the right of 
churches on the mission fields to de- 
termine policies and approve mission- 
aries, (4) unification of all mission 
boards under a general administrative 
board. 


When liberal missionary leaders per- 
sisted in the introduction of their 
radical policies and the appointment 
of liberal missionaries, tragic divisions 


resulted in many denominations. The 
Northern Baptist Convention _ split 


three ways. Splinter groups left the 
Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A. 
and set up an independent board. In 
1949 the Southern Baptist Conven- 


proclamation of a vital Christian Gos- 
pel. 


No victory can be won by those who 
remain forever on the defensive. | 
watched a boxer one evening who par- 
ried almost every blow that was thrown 
at him by his opponent. His wonder- 
ful agility, and his skill in deflecting 
the attacks of his adversary, won my 
admiration. But he lost the match. 
His defense was perfect, but not once 
during the entire contest did he launch 
an attack of his own. 


9. We need to confront this revolu- 
tionary world with the redemptive mes- 
sage of Christ as the world’s Saviour 
and Lord. 
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Ecumenical Strategy 


tion and several other denominations 
withdrew from the Foreign Missions 
Council. A veritable wave of new 
“faith,” “independent,” and “direct- 
support” missions were created to take 
the place of apostate boards. This 
rending of the body of Christ apparent- 
ly brought no regrets, and liberal 
leaders intensified their efforts to 
achieve their ends. 


With the advent of the National 
Council of Churches in 1950 and the 
World Council of Churches (1948), 
both of which were in control of liberal 
leadership, plans were laid to eliminate 
both the interdenominational Foreign 
Missions Conference in North America 
and the International Missionary Coun- 
cil and merge their interests with the 
NCC and WCC. The IMC-WCC mer- 
ger is still in process of realization. It 
is expected to remove the last of the 
barriers to complete liberal domi- 
nation of the ecumenical missionary 
enterprise. 


There are many missionary leaders 
who have not wholly approved liberal 
trends, notably Dr. Hendrik Kraemer, 
Dr. Daniel T. Niles, Canan Chandu 
Ray, and Dr. C. Darby Fulton. The 
debate still goes on, but the official 
juggernaut rolls on toward the achieve- 
ment of its goals... 


One thing is certain, the true Church 
of Christ will continue its God-given 
ministry in the evangelization of the 
world. It is encouraging to know that 


The deep hurt of the world is spirit- 
ual, and nothing less than a spiritual 
remedy will suffice. It is easy to be 
tricked into treating symptoms instead 
of causes. We must make sure that 
we get down to the roots of humanity’s 
trouble and that we do not spend our 
time in dealing with minor, surface 
ailments that are but eruptions from 
poisons that lie deeper down. 


The Church must never lose sight 
of her spiritual and redemptive mes- 
sage through absorption in the over- 
whelming social and economic issues 
of the day. This is crucial. Not that 
we should be unconcerned about in- 


| dustrial relations and civil rights and 


in America there are more than twenty 
million Protestants who are members 
of churches not in the Councils and 
who are opposed to this revolutionary 
concept of mission. This impressive 
company is further augmented by 
millions of churches nominally includ- 
ed in Council membership who no 
longer support the liberal missionary 
program of their denominations. 


The latest available figures of the 
Missionary Research Library (1956) 
reveal that only 43.5 per cent of the 
23,432 Protestant missionaries serving 
abroad belong to the USA denomina- 
tional boards cooperating through the 
NCC. These figures do not include 
hundreds of other evangelical mission- 
aries who were unreported to the MRL. 


Reliable estimates indicate that sixty 
per cent of all new missionaries going 
out each year are committed to the 
kind of missions described in the Great 
Commission. From this great com- 
pany of ambassadors of the Biblical 
faith come amazing reports of multi- 
tudes won to Christ, churches being 
established, nationals being trained for 
evangelism among their own people. 
They see no need to change their mis- 
sionary strategy from missions to mis- 
sion. They are determined to preach 
no other Gospel than that which came 
by revelation of Jesus Christ (Ga- 
latians 1:6-12).—From a reprint in 
United Evangelical Action of an article 
originally appearing in The Christian 
Standard, June 18, 1960. 


world order. But this is not enough. 
We cannot suspend a Christian society 
in a vacuum. I sometimes think that 
our Christian social concern today is 
moving under the momentum of a 
spiritual motivation provided by a gen- 
eration that had a deeper and more 
virile faith than ours. We are living 
on an “unearned spiritual increment” 
that may exhaust itself in time unless 
it is replenished by a revival of vital 
faith in the cardinal facts of God, 
Christ, Regeneration, and Salvation. 


Throughout the varied forms and 
methods that our Lord employed in His 
program of the Kingdom there ran 
one all-pervading purpose, namely, 
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the imparting of that priceless spirit- 
ual gift of eternal life and relation- 
ship with God. In all His deeds of 
mercy He was the dispenser of gifts 
surpassing in value what men asked 
of Him. They came asking to be 
healed; they went away with their sins 
forgiven. The lame sought Him out, 
and returned not only walking and 
leaping, but praising God. 


Blind and groping, a man came to 
Jesus for healing, and when he went 
away the light of day was in his eyes 
and the Light of the world was in his 
heart. A _ spiritual and redemptive 
light was diffused over every act and 
word of Christ. 


“Let the Church be the Church” — 
not a political action committee, or 
an economic conference, or a foreign 
policy association. Let her emphasize 
again the great themes of sin and re- 
pentance and faith and salvation. Let 
her exalt her glorious spiritual mission, 
beseeching men to be reconciled unto 
God. This is her God-given commis- 
sion. To exchange it for anything 
less is to sell her birthright for a mess 
of pottage. 


This address was delivered by Dr. 
Fulton, Executive Secretary of the 
Board of World Missions, Presbyterian 
Church, U. S., during the Montreat 
Bible Conference, August, 1960. 





EDITOR’S DESK—from p. 2 

(Rev. Sam S. Cappel, pastor), Keith 
Sykes, and Mrs. Ed Cheek, an elect 
lady who has passed the Scriptural .al- 
lotment of years by a number which 
is her secret! From the Manning, S. 
C. church (Rev. Cameron Mosser, pas- 
tor), Kay Ridgill. From the Inde- 
pendent Church, Savannah, Ga., (Dr. 
J. E. Cousar, pastor), Manford H. 
Saunders, Jr., and Lenore Saunders. 


Congratulations! A few more of 
these and the Journal’s Catechism 
Fund will be severely depleted! 





AROUND THE WORLD—from p. 3 


especially for Bible reading) the read- 
ing of the Bible in the church service 
is one of their richest spiritual exper- 


iences. It has taught them to live to- 
gether as God’s children in Jesus 
Christ. It has even transformed a 
village atmosphere from hate to love— 
despair to hope — and superstition to 
faith! 





Marion Van Horn 
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EDIJORIALS 


What Is A “Reformed” Christian? (If) 


Last week we published here a little 
essay on Reformed theology — that 
it is more than a description of basic 
Christian beliefs. 


We pointed out that just as Demo- 
cratic or Republican political phil- 
osophy is more than a description of 
what it means to be an American, so 
Reformed theology is a “refinement” 
of what it means to be a Christian — 
a sort of family-within-a-family in- 
terest. 


You have not covered distinctive Re- 
formed beliefs when you have said that 
God is love; that Christ is Saviour; that 
men are sinners; that the cross brings 
forgiveness; that the resurrection was 
Christ’s conquest of death and evil; 
that the Holy Spirit changes men’s 
hearts, giving them the promise of 
everlasting life. 


You haven’t spoken of particular Re- 
formed beliefs when you affirmed the 
inspiration of the Bible; the integrity 
of the Old Testament; the virgin birth 
of Christ; the second coming of our 
Lord; the holy Catholic Church. 


Christian theology affirms that God 
is great and God is good. Reformed 





theology affirms that all His dealings 
with men must be understood in terms 
of a particular perspective, qualified 
by His “Sovereignty.” 


Christian theology declares that men 
are sinners. Reformed theology agrees 
that men are sinners, but that the 
power of sin — and its cure — can 
best be understood in terms of an all- 
inclusive depravity. 


Christian theology affirms that Christ 
died for the world. Reformed the- 
ology says that while Christ died for 
the world, His death was an Atone- 
ment of limited design. 


And so on. 


Beginning in this issue we offer 
a series of masterful treatments of 
distinctive Reformed doctrines by Dr. 
Robert Strong. 


You will want to read these articles 
carefully. You will want to use them 
to supplement the program material 
for this year of emphasis on “Our 
Presbyterian Heritage.’”’ You will find 
them valuable additions of Reformed 
theology to the material you already 
have in your study books covering 
basic Christian beliefs. 


This Thing Called “Existentialism” 


Not long ago an esteemed friend 
asked us to put into a simple defi- 
nition the philosophy called “‘Existen- 
tialism.”’ This is something (he wrote 
us) about which everybody is talking, 
but which nobody seems able to define 
when you get right down to it. 


One reason why Existentialism is 
hard to define is that it means dif- 
ferent things to different people. But 
we don’t mind sharing what it means 
to us for whatever that may be worth. 


Existentialism seems to be_ the 
thought — applied to all of life’s 
motives—which is illustrated by the 
common observation: “He lives a hand- 
to-mouth existence.” 


The proverb just quoted implies that 
this life is not supported by any ac- 
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cumulation from the past (no savings 
in the bank); that there is no higher 
motive for the present than to feed 
one’s face in the most satisfying man- 
ner possible; and that the future will 
take care of itself (“‘After me the 
deluge!’’). 


The illustration may not be a com- 
plete one, but it conveys the heart of 
Existentialism, namely that meaning 
and purpose in life are determined by 
the immediate requirements and dic- 
tates of one’s existence. Yesterday 
can’t help. Tomorrow never comes. 
Today is all that counts—a sort of 
on-going “moment of truth.” 


There is no Purpose in reality which 
might offer an explanation for yester- 
day and a plan for tomorrow. There 
is only the living present, untaught 
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by any lesson learned from the past 
in its own bygone “present”; and 
under no obligation to any Force or 
Power greater than the desires of the 
moment. The only question to be 
answered is, “What makes sense to 
me in this hour?’ 


It is easy to see how Existentialism 
has flourished in France’s underground 
bistros and in America’s beatnik pads. 


But a philosophy of life which de- 
rives “meaning” mostly from the feel- 
ings of the present rather than the 
cumulative experience of the past is 
not confined to the beatniks. There 
is a “Christian” Existentialism grow- 
ing today in influence and in effect. 


More and more the Church is feel- 
ing the effect of radical thinking 
which seeks purpose and authority for 
the Church in its present life “under 
God” rather than in any past revela- 
tion. This philosophy contends that 
past revelations were for those who 
lived in the past. It says we must 
seek a new revelation for today. 


“Christian” Existentialism tends to 
believe that each generation must work 
out fresh principles of its own to meet 
its unique needs. The theological in- 
sights of the past must be replaced 
by new ones, according to this view, 
for truth is not really enduring. 


You see traces of the effect of 
Existentialism in Christian Education 
curricula that make the contemporary 
life of the Church a vital subject for 
study in order to determine meaning 
and validity in religion. Such an 
educational program may suggest that 
“life itself, under the on-going Lord- 
ship of Christ, is a source of religious 
truth.” 


The answer to Existentialism in the 
Church, of course, is a return to the 
authority of revelation — the eternal 
validity of the truth of God in the 
Gospel once for all time delivered to 
the saints. For the truth of God is 
the same, yesterday, today and for- 
ever. 





Knowledge is but folly unless it is 
guided by grace. — Herbert THE 
NEW DICTIONARY OF THOUGHTS. 
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Causing Christ’s Little 
Ones To Stumble 


A recent news release quoted an 
African Anglican missionary to the ef- 
fect that two out of three African 
Christians who go to England or Amer- 
ica for study return agnostics. The 
churchman blamed racial discrimina- 
tion in the lands where the students at- 
tend school. 


Without knowing anything of the 
facts, we would demur from the con- 
clusion. Social conditions of whatever 
kind do not turn Christians into ag- 
nostics. This would be to deny the 
purifying and strengthening effect of 
persecution, as well as the power of 
faith. 


What is happening, we suspect, is 
what we have seen happen in other 
contexts: Christian students from 
other lands coming to “Christian” 
countries for study in “Christian” 
schools (and seminaries) only to be 
overwhelmed by the radical religion 
which is openly taught in the name of 
a “progressive” Christianity in too 
many “Christian” schools. Their faith 
is destroyed by those whom they trust 
as bearers of the Gospel. Once warm- 
hearted witnesses of the Lord Jesus 
Christ they turn into coldly profes- 
sional exponents of modern theology— 
in short, agnostics. 
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DO YOU SEE THAT CITY? 


It is those Christians whose concern 
is more with the ultimate than with 
the immediate who contribute the 
most, not only to the work of God’s 
Kingdom, but also to the nations of 
which they may be citizens. 


The writer to the Hebrew Christians 
speaks of Abraham, the father of the 
faithful, as one whose “eyes were 
looking forward to that City with solid 
foundations of which God himself is 
both the architect and builder.” 


Speaking of Moses, the same writer 
says: “He preferred sharing the bur- 
den of God’s people to enjoying the 
temporary advantages of alliance with 
a sinful nation. He considered the 
‘reproach of Christ’ more precious 
than all the wealth of Egypt, for he 
looked steadily at the ultimate, not 
the immediate reward.” 


It is probable that never in the 
history of the world have more people 
looked at everything through the astig- 
matic lenses of immediate gain, and 
in so doing they have lost, or never 
had, the vision of that City. 


Preoccupation with the immediate 
can be deadly, for then eternal per- 
spectives are blurred or lost, and it 
is these perspectives which keep man 
on the way God would have him walk. 


The Apostle Paul was unmoved by 
the afflictions and adversities by which 
he was beset, for he saw them in 
their true perspective and wrote: “For 
we are looking all the time not at 
the visible things but at the invisible. 
The visible things are transitory: it 
is the invisible things that are really 
permanent.” 


How few of us look at the world 
in this way today! Our concern is 
with the present; with personal ad- 
vantage, with corporate gain, with 
good living—with things and con- 
ditions which will certainly some day 
pass into oblivion. 


“Eternal” and “everlasting” have no 
reference to this life except as today 
is the portal into tomorrow. Our 
Lord came into this world to give 
everlasting life to those who put their 
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trust in Him. Nor did he fail to 
weigh the temporal and eternal in the 
balances of divine importance, for he 
made it abundantly plain that men 
should set their affections on those 
things which are above and not on 
those of this world. 


For the Christian this has tre- 
mendous implications. 


A business deal is in the offing and 
the profits can be substantial. The 
one flaw is that there is involved a 
matter of inaccurate representation, 
or it may be a hidden tax loophole. 
What comes first? Do we look at 
the immediate gain, or do we see that 
City? 


Hardly a day passes but that we 
come in contact with people of the 
opposite sex, men or women who are 
physically attractive — some of them 
frankly willing to go beyond the limits 
of friendly relationship. Do we go 
down the road of ultimate folly, or 
do we see a City? 


Professional responsibilities carry 
their potential hazards. Preferment? 
Popularity? Compromises of one kind 
or another? Shall one take the easy, 
the compromised course, or does he 
too see a City? 


The politician longs for votes and 
for power attending office. On every 
hand there is the temptation to place 
expediency above principle, party loy- 
alty before a higher loyalty, immediate 
advantage at the expense of national 
good. It is alarmingly easy to go along 
with the immediate. But in the dis- 
tance do you see that City? 


There is not a Christian but who is 
called upon to make such decisions. 
Some seem so trivial at the time. Oth- 
ers offer such apparent rewards for 
only a minor compromise. But in every 
case there is needed that spiritual 
vision which looks beyond the tem- 
porary advantage and evaluates it by 
the Light shining forth from the City 
made without hands. 


Christians do not live in a vacuum. 
Citizens of Eternity, they are also 


(Cont. on p. 18, col. 1) 








“OUR COMPLETE DEPARTMENT STORES ARE 
HAPPY AND PRIVILEGED TO SERVE YOU IN 
THE FINEST SOUTHERN TRADITION OF 


QUALITY 


SOUTH CAROLINA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Greenville, S. C. 
J. A. Ellison, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson-Plaza Store 
Greenville, S. C. 
A. M. Smith, Mar.-Prop. 


The Dollar Store 
Greenville, S. C. 


R. P. Crumpler, Mor.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Lancaster, S. C. 
B. L. Plyler, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Clinton, S. C. 
D. B. Smith, Mgar.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Camden, S. C. 
J. A. Hagins, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Darlington, S. C. 
J. H. Lyles, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Laurens, S. C. 
J. T. Holmes, Moar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Abbeville, S. C. 
J. S. Hagins, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Hagins Co. 
Kershaw, S. C. 
C. E. Hinson, Mar.-Prop. 


COURTESY 


Efird’s Dept. Store 
Clinton, S. C. 
W. L. Hubbard, Mar. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Beaufort, S. C. 
L. A. Reeves, Mgar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Fountain Inn, S. C. 
E. J. Copeland, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Woodruff, S. C. 
F. B. Hagins, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Honea Path, S. C. 
T. R. Martin, Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Manning, S. C. 


W. M. Gettys, Jr., Mar.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Whitmire, S. C. 
Jack Gilliland, Moar.-Prop. 


NORTH CAROLINA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Hendersonville, N. C. 


R. E. McCormick, Moar.-Prop. 


Belk’s Department Store 
Brevard, N. C. 
J. E. Smith, Mar.-Prop. 


KENTUCKY 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Harlan, Ky. 
Delmar Tolliver, Mgr.-Prop. 


HONEST VALUES” 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Corbin, Ky. 
W. C. Ashley, Mor.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Winchester, Ky. 
T. L. Beckman, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Mt. Sterling, Ky. 


Willoughby Smith, Mgr.-Prop. 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Frankfort, Ky. 


Everett C. Huggins, Mar.-Prop. 


GEORGIA 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Bainbridge, Ga. 
J. N. Long, Mar.-Prop. 


ARKANSAS 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Paragould, Ark. 
W. H. Wade, Mar.-Prop. 


OHIO 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Athens, Ohio 
Joe Kelly, Mar.-Prop. 


MISSOURI 


Belk-Simpson Co. 
Carthage, Mo. 
J. A. McCaskill, Mar.-Prop. 


Born With The Old South — Growing With The New 


Listen to Our Program Over WMIT-FM 
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LESSON FOR OCTOBER 30, 1960 


Our Response to God 


Bible Material: 
Devotional Reading: 


Psalm 1; Romans 12 


Colossians 3:1-4, 12-17 


Some men do not respond to God; with deat ears 
and closed eyes and hard hearts they do not listen to 
Him or see Him as He reveals Himself, or love Him 
as He deserves to be loved. There have always been 
men of this kind in the world; they were here when 
our Saviour was on earth; they were present when Paul 
preached; they are in our midst today. 

There are some who do respond to Him: men like 
Enoch and Abraham and Moses and David and the 
prophets; men like the disciples and like multitudes 
to this day. “He came unto His own and His own 
received Him not: but as many as received Him to 
them gave He power to become the sons of God, even 
as many as believed on His name.” These men have 
been born again. 


We study today about our response to God and the 
lesson can be divided into three sections, using the 
Devotional for the last section. I would like to call 
these three parts (1) The Man Who Responds to God 
isa Happy Man, (2) The Man Who Responds to God 
is a Transformed Man, and (3) The Man Who Re- 
sponds to God leads a Heavenly Life. He is God's 
Happy Man, God’s Transformed Man, God's Heavenly 
Man. 


I. God’s Happy Man: Psalm 


“Blessed (or Happy) is the man.” God wants His 
children to be happy. He created us for His own glory 
and He is glorified when we are happy. This psalm 
is His recipe for a happy life. When some housekeeper 
takes a prize for the best cake all her friends want the 
recipe and she is glad to give it to them. God knows 
what it takes to make men happy and He tells us in 
this psalm. 


He states it first in the negative form. There is 
something which has taken away the joy of men: /t ts 
sin. So He says, “Blessed is the man who walketh not 
in the counsel of the ungodly. The ungodly cannot 
tell us how to be happy for they have never found i 
themselves. I used to work for a very wicked man. 





PRESBYTERIAN 
JUNIOR COLLEGE 
Division of Consolidated Presbyterian 
College of Synod of N. C. 


EDUCATIONAL EXCELLENCE FOR 
OUR MOST VALUABLE ASSET— 


OUR YOUTH. 
Louis C. LAMOTTE, PRESIDENT 
Maxton North Caroline 
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I did not expect him to give me counsel as to how to 
be happy. He knew how to raise truck crops for the 
market, but he did not know how to be truly happy. 

let us not ask the advice of the ungodly, or follow 
his counsel. 


The way ol 
His is the broad 
If we stand in his way 
not happy. “Stand in the ways 
and see and ask for the old path wherein is the good 
way, and walk therein and ye shall find rest unto your 
soul.” 


“Nor standeth in the way of sinners.” 
the sinner does not lead to happiness. 
way that leads to destruction. 
we will be miserable, 


“Nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful.” The proud 
sinner who has a high position in this world is not 
really happy. He may be a Pilate, or a Herod; he may 
be a Nero on his throne, but he is not happy. 


So the first part of this recipe says, keep away from 
sin and sinners if you wish to be happy. “The wages 
of sin is death,” and follows sin as echo fol- 
lows the song: on and on and on.” 


“sorrow 


Ihe second part of this recipe is posite: “But his 
delight is in the law of the Lord; and in his law doth 
he meditate day and night.” Sin is at the bottom of 
the world’s sorrows and “this Book” tells us God’s plan 
for dealing with sin. It tells of the perfect atonement 
for sin in the sacrifice of Christ on the cross. It tells 
us how sin may be forgiven. 


Oh, the happiness of the man whose transgression is 
forgiven, whose sin is covered. Forgiveness leads to a 
life of holiness and victory over sin. Then it gives a 
peace and joy which the world cannot give or take 
away. As Christians, God’s Word confronts us in out 
times of sorrow. The more of God’s Word we get in 
our hearts the happier we will be. Make your one 
aim in life the glory of God and your one book the 
Bible, said John Calvin. That is a good recipe for 
both a successful and a happy life. 


Such a man is like a tree planted by the rivers of 
water. Only God can make a tree, and only God can 
make the truly happy man. He is like a planted tree: 
“planted by the rivers of water.” We have been trans- 
planted into the garden of the Lord, so to speak, where 
we are well nourished. He is like a fruitful tree: 
“that bringeth forth his fruit in his season.” It is an 
evergreen tree: “his leaf shall not wither.” It is a 
prosperous, healthy tree. What is more beautiful than 
a tree of this kind? We can imagine such a tree “clap- 
ping its hands” for sheer joy at living. (See Isaiah 55). 

Notice the contrast between such a man and the 
ungodly man. One is like a beautiful living tree, the 
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other is like the dead worthless chaff which the wind 
drives away. Do we want our lives to be like lovely, 
fruitful, evergreen trees, or like worthless chaff? The 
end of the ungodly is destruction: “the way of the un- 
godly shall perish.”” But the Lord knows the way of the 
the righteous. Here is our written assurance. 


In my Bible the synopsis of the psalm is in the in- 
troductory phrase at the top. It is very suggestive in 
this case: “The happiness of the godly; the unhappi- 
ness of the ungodly.” Do you and I want to live happy 
lives? Then follow the recipe God gives us in this 
first psalm. 


II. God’s Transformed Man: Romans 12 


The man who responds to God becomes a trans- 
formed man: “. . . and be not conformed to this 
world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of your 
mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and ac- 
ceptable and perfect will of God.” He takes our wills 
and makes them conform to His will. 


In the spring of the year our world becomes a trans- 
formed world. As the earth responds to the warm 
rays of the sun the grass and trees and flowers make 
the earth a place of beauty and hopefulness. Under 
the influence of the Spirit of God men respond to the 
preaching of the Gospel: bad men become good men, 
new creatures in Christ Jesus. The wicked, swearing, 
tinker becomes John Bunyan, the writer of PILGRIM’S 
PROGRESS. When men meet and respond to Christ 
things happen: a Saul of Tarsus, hater and persecutor 
of Christians, becomes Paul the Apostle. Wherever 
the Gospel has been preached men and women have 
been saved, for the Gospel is the power of God unto 
salvation to everyone who believes; who respond by 
faith to its message. 


What are some of the marks of the transformed man 
as revealed in this very familiar twelfth chapter of Ro- 
mans? One is Humility: ‘For I say, through the grace 
given unto me, to every man that is among you, not to 
think of himself more highly than he ought to think; 
but to think soberly, according as God hath dealt to 
every man the measure of faith.” 


The transformed man receives gifts from God: some 
can prophesy, some can teach, others can exhort, or 
give liberally, or rule or show mercy. We must not 
be proud of our gifts but use them for the glory of God 
and the good of all the members of the body of Christ, 
for we all are members of the body of Christ. So, 
another mark of this man who has been transformed 
by the grace of God, is Service, guided by sincere love. 


We are to be kindly affectioned one to another with 
brotherly love; in honour preferring one another; not 
slothful in business; fervent in spirit; serving the Lord: 
rejoicing in hope; patient in tribulation; continuing 
instant in prayer; distributing to the necessity of saints. 
We are to bless them who persecute us. Paul con- 
tinues to give practical advice as to our service toward 
all sorts of men, even toward our enemies. In other 
words we are to copy the life of our Lord and Master, 
Jesus Christ, Who went about doing good, remember- 
ing that we serve the Lord Christ. When we serve our 
brethren we are serving Christ for He says, “Inasmuch 
as ye did it to one of the least of these my brethren ye 
did it unto me.” . 


“Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with 
good.” The transformed man gains the victory over 
the world, the flesh, and the devil. We can never gain 
this victory by conforming to the world and its ways. 
The man who responds to God, who yields himself as 
a living sacrifice can gain the victory through the grace 
given unto him. 


To sum up briefly this beautiful chapter: the man 
who responds to God becomes a transformed person, 
a person endowed with gifts which he humbly and 
zealously uses in the service of God and the people 
around him. Even his enemies feel the power of his 
influence as he goes about doing good. He overcomes 
evil with good. 


III. Colossians 3:1-4; 12-17. 


This is our Devotional Reading and it forms a fitting 
climax to the study. The man who responds to God 
becomes a citizen of the kingdom of God: he sets his 
heart on heaven and heavenly things. As a citizen of 
heaven he “takes off the rags” — filthy rags — of his 
old earthly nature and “puts on the robes” which befit 
him as a citizen of the kingdom. Paul gives a list of 
ugly sins which we are to put to death and then some 
more which we are to put off. Then he describes the 
characteristics of the “elect of God, holy and beloved.” 


God’s Heavenly Man: 


The first is a heart of compassion. The Saviour had 
such a heart, and our heart must be a copy of His. 
Then he goes on with his description: “humbleness 
of mind, meekness, longsuffering; forbearing one an- 
other and forgiving one another, if any man have a 
quarrel against any; even as Christ forgave you, so 
also do ye. And above all these things put on charity 
(love) , which is the bond of perfectness. And let the 
peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which also ye 
are called in one body: and be ye thankful. Let the 
Word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; 
teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your 
hearts to the Lord. And whatsoever ye do in word or 
deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving 
thanks to God and the Father by him.” 


Thus we as a “holy, happy band” go marching to 
Zion! Let us put on these beautiful robes which be- 
long to us as children of God and citizens of His King- 
dom. 





CALLING ALL CHRISTIAN “HAMS” — Preachers, Mis- 
sionaries, Laymen. If you are interested in organizing a 
“network” for Christ, for fellowship and to seek ways 


to advance His Kingdom, please write John L. Mulliniks, 
3700 Brentwood Ave., Lake Charles, La. 





MEMO To: You 


The Journal is a good gift for any 
occasion. You send 52 weekly gifts 
when you start a subscription for 
a friend or relative. 
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FOR OCTOBER 30, 1960 


No New Thing 


Scripture—Ephesians 4:11-15; Hebrews 13:9; and I Thes- 
salonians 5:21 


Suggested Hymns— 
“The Church’s One Foundation” 
“Lord, Thy Word Abideth” 


“How Firm a Foundation” 


PROGRAM LEADER’S INTRODUCTION: To- 
morrow is the 443rd anniversary of the incident which 
touched off the Protestant Reformation. On the 3lst 
of October, 1517, Martin Luther tacked his ninety-five 
theses to the door of the church at Wittenburg. A 
whole series of events grew out of this action. It cul- 
minated in the separation from the Roman Catholic 
Church of a large body of believers who came to be 
called “Protestants.” October 31 is often said to be the 
birthday of the Protestant Church, but this is hardly 
correct. In the truest sense, the development of Prot- 
estantism was “no new thing.” Luther, Calvin, and 
the other Reformation leaders had no desire to begin 
anew Church. All they wanted was a pure Church... 
pure according to the teachings of the Bible. It was 
only when the Church of Rome refused to be purified 
that these Reformation leaders became willing to be 
part of a new and separate movement. 


We are living in a time when people are foolishly 
fascinated with that which is new just because it’s new. 
Many are like the philosophers at Athens who “spent 
their time in nothing else, but either to tell or to hear 
some new thing” Acts 17:21. This is especially 
noticeable in the field of religion and theology. Many 
are persuaded that a religious book is not worth read- 
ing unless it was written in the last ten years and of- 
fers new ideas. Those who republish and read books 
written years ago are considered foolish. We are told 
that the time-honored words of our faith (sin, salvation, 
grace, forgiveness, righteousness, justification) have new 
meanings for modern man. We witness the emergence 
of a new theology every few years. 


But the Reformers did not manufacture “new” truth 
for their generation. They rediscovered it from its 
original source, the Bible. 


Toward the end of his long tenure of service as a pro- 
fessor in Princeton Seminary Dr. Charles Hodge said 
that no new idea had been advanced by that institution 
in fifty years. This statement has been referred to and 
criticized many times, but as a Protestant, Dr. Hodge 
did not consider it a shameful thing. It wasn’t his 





YOUTH WORK 
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calling to invent new ideas. He saw his task to be 
that of restating and teaching the ideas which God has 
already revealed in the truth of the Bible. Is this not 
genuinely consistent with our Protestant heritage? 


FIRST SPEAKER: One of the blessings of the 
Protestant Reformation was that it gave the Bible 
back to the people. The truths which God would have 
us know about Himself, about ourselves, and about 
our relation to Him are revealed to us in the Scrip- 
tures. The truths which God has revealed are altogether 
adequate for our needs, and are the only dependable 
truths we have. The Roman Church had not only 
withheld the Bible from its people, but it had imposed 
on them a whole body of man-made traditions, addi- 
tions, and contradictions. The aim of the Reformers 
was to rid the church of all the human elements and 
get back to the fundamental teachings of the Scriptures. 


The need is the same today. God's truth has not 
changed. The teachings of the Bible are altogether 
adequate for our time. Our need today is not to dis- 
cover or invent some “new thing,” but to fill our 
hearts and minds with the eternally true things of the 
Scriptures. We can learn much from our own first- 
hand study of the Bible, and there is no substitute for 
it. We find, however, that many things written in 
the Bible are hard to understand, and we need help. 
This is where religious books such as commentaries be- 
come important. Interpreters who approach the Bible 
reverently can help us with their writings! This can 
be true, by the way, whether they lived and wrote last 
year or long ago. It is far more important to read a 
true book than a new book. 


SECOND SPEAKER: God's truth continues to be 
the same age after age, for we have a God Who is al- 
ways the same. The material things which we know 
here on earth are subject to change and decay when 
they become old. When a house, for instance, has stood 
for many years it needs to be renewed or even replaced. 
Sometimes we may be tempted to think about God in 
this way. We know that God has existed eternally. 
But we may think that God is very, very old, and must 
need, somehow, to be brought up to date. Surely, when 
we stop to think we know better than this, but many 
people act as if this is their way of thinking about God. 


God is eternal, but He is also completely adequate 
for every new day and every situation. God is the 


same every day, and He has been the same from the 
beginning. His love for us does not change, and His 
purpose for us is unchangeably good. We say it rev- 
erently, “God Himself is no new thing.” 


It is a part 


of our Protestant heritage to know, and love, and serve 
the unchangeable God Who is revealed to us in the 
Bible and in the Person of Jesus Christ. 


THIRD SPEAKER: There is a legitimate place for 
change and newness in our Protestant heritage. The 
change must take place in our own lives. We need to 
be changed and renewed in the image of Him that 
created us. This change needs to be made in us be- 
cause of our sin. Sin separates us from God. Sin 
destroys our fellowship with God. Sin has marred the 
wonderful nature that God gave to mankind in crea- 
tion. His goodness needs to be restored in us. It was 
because this change needed to be made in us and be- 
cause we could not change ourselves that Christ came 
into the world. He atoned for our sin by giving Him- 
self to die on the cross in our place. Now, those who 
believe in Him and His redeeming work can have new- 
ness of life. (Read John 1:12 and 5:24, also Il Cor. 
5:17.) Those of us who have believed in Christ and 


been changed by Him are to let that change be evident 





There. are 
churches called 


NAME OF ST. ANDREWS 
GIVEN N. C. COLLEGE 
LAURINBURG, N. C. — (PN) — 


The college which the Synod of North 
Carolina has been busily building here 


number of smaller schools, but no col- 
lege of the magnitude of the one now 
being built in Laurinburg. 


JHE CHURCH AY HOME 


several 


to others in the way we live. If we have truly been 
changed, the change will show in our daily living. 
(Read Romans 6:4.) 


As Reformed Christians, we should not think that 
we belong to a “new” Church. We belong to the 
Church which bases its belief and practices on the 
fundamental truths which God made known for all 
time in the Bible. We are convinced that all believers 
who base their faith and conduct on these basic Bibli- 
cal truths are members of the true “catholic” (or uni- 
versal) church. God has given us the Scriptures, so 
we do not need to invent “new” truth. The Bible 
reveals God in Christ, so we do not need to invent a 
“new” God. But we, who are sinners, need to be made 
“new” creatures through faith in Christ, even as the Bi- 
ble teaches. If we are Christians, we are not a “new” 
Church and we do not believe a “new” gospel, but we 
are “new” people. 


Closing Prayer. 





Presbyterian to head this group at the organiza- 
Andrews and a_ tion’s annual meeting at Mon- 
treat, N. C. 


” Dr. Pope came to PC in 1957 to 
head the guidance program conducted 





now has a name, St. Andrews Presby- 
terian College. Trustees of the new 
four year, coeducational school unani- 
mously adopted the name upon the 
recommendation of the name commit- 
tee which had considered more than 
100 titles in the past few years. 


The school which will combine 
Flora Macdonald, Peace Colleges and 
Presbyterian Junior College in Sep- 
tember, 1961 has been called Consoli- 
dated Presbyterian College since its 
organization five years ago. 


however. 


CONGO MEN AWAIT VISAS 


NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Men in 
the United States authorized by the 
Board of World Missions to re-enter 
the Congo were still awaiting visas 
more than three 
Board took the 


weeks after the 
action. The 10 
were expected to be able to leave 
for the field sometime this month, 


Meanwhile, the Congo Mission re- 


jointly on the campus by Presbyterian 
College and the Synod of South Caro- 
lina. In addition to these duties, he 
serves as associate professor of edu- 
cation on the PC faculty. 


BOARD OF MISSIONS ACTS 
ON NEEDS OF SEMINARIES 


NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Two actions 
involving national church seminaries 
were taken by the Board of World 
Missions at its last meeting. The 





Dr. Ansley C. 
dent said: “In St. Andrews we have 
chosen a name that does not bind our 
new college to any narrow tradition. 
It particularly appeals to me because 
of what it says and means. Its literal 
meaning is manhood or valor, and an 
institution bearing this name must be 
characterized in its intellectual life 
by boldness, firmness and courage. 
The name St. Andrews is rooted deeply 
in the Bible and is steeped in Presby- 
terian and Protestant history. The 
University of St. Andrew is the oldest 
university in Scotland, founded in 
1411. 


Moore, college presi- 


“As far as I know,” Dr. Moore 
continued, “‘there is no other accredit- 
ed college in America with this name. 
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ceived Board authority to return 
to their stations the 14 women mis- 
sionaries who have been in Salis- 
bury, Southern Rhodesia, since the 
July evacuation. Consular authori- 
ties gave their approval. The latest 
count of missionaries in the Congo 
showed two men at Leopoldville, 
one at Elisabethville and two wom- 
en and 18 men at various stations 
in the Kasai province. 
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HEADS GUIDANCE GROUP 


CLINTON, S. C.—Dr. L. B. Pope, di- 
rector of the Presbyterian College 
guidance center, is the new president 
of the Presbyterian Guidance Section 
of the Presbyterian Educational Asso- 
ciation of the South. He was elected 


Board voted $5,000 toward construc- 
tion costs at Recife Seminary in Brazil 
(the second such grant in two years) 
and approved transfer of the mission 
property, land, building and equipment 
of Kobe Seminary, Kobe, Japan, to the 
Reformed Church of Japan. 


The Board also: 


—-Approved plans of the North Brazil 
Mission to develop medical clinical 
work on a modest scale. 


—Set up a special committee to investi- 

gate the possibility of special short 
and intensive courses for furloughed 
missionaries. 


—Heard that receipts are running wel! 
ahead of those in 1959 but behind ex- 
penses. 
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2 CHURCHES MOVE MANSES 
TO SOLVE SPACE PROBLEMS 


ASHEVILLE, N. C. — Manse ad- 
justments have been made by two 
Asheville Presbytery churches in at- 
tempts to solve their need for more 
educational space. 


The Bryson City church put its five- 
year-old manse on rollers and moved 
it about a mile from its old site be- 
side the church. The congregation is 
planning to erect a new building for 
educational and fellowship purposes 
next to the existing structure. 


A new manse was bought by the 
congregation at Murphy. The old 
home, which stands directly behind the 
church building, is to be remodeled 
to provide space for a fellowship hall, 
young people’s classes and a study. 


The moving pastors are the Rev. 
Sam L. Rechester at Bryson City and 
the Rev. Robert A. Potter at Murphy. 





EXCHANGE ENCOURAGED 


ATLANTA, Ga. — (PN) — More 
participation by churches and ministers 
of the Presbyterian Church, U. S., in 
the British-American Preachers’ Ex- 
change is being encouraged by the 
Presbyterians’ Stated Clerk, Dr. James 
Millard, Jr., of Atlanta. 


Dr. Millard suggests that names of 
ministers who will be abroad during 
any summer, and who might be avail- 
able to preach in British pulpits, be 
sent to the Stated Clerk, 341-E Ponce 
de Leon Ave., N.E., Atlanta 8, Ga. 
Churches which would like to invite a 
British minister to preach one or more 
Sundays during the summer should al- 
so contact the Stated Clerk. 





STEWARDSHIP STRESSED 


OPELOUSAS, La. — Louisiana 
Presbytery’s fall meeting was preced- 
ed by a two-day stewardship confer- 
ence, with Dr. Holmes Rolston of the 
Board of Christian Education as prin- 
cipal speaker. Presbytery named a 
commission to organize a new church 
in Lafayette. 


The Rev. Keith Wright, pastor of 
the St. Andrews Church in Lake 
Charles, was elected moderator, suc- 
ceeding John Naylor. Ruling Elder 
R. L. Hamilton of Baker is moderator 
in nomination for the next meeting. 
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TOMORROW’S 


ASTRONAUT? 


First man to Venus or first-class doctor—his unpredictable 
needs can be prepared for. 


“Prepare for countdown. All unauthorized personnel take cover! 


Thirty, twenty-nine... .” The skies are no longer limits for the 
youth of tomorrow. 


They must have education at its best. They need not only good 
education but Christian influence in education. 


Our Presbyterian responsibility is to keep our twenty-seven 
colleges and seminaries at high levels of excellence and to have 
the Presbyterian Church there in Westminster Fellowships on 
more than two hundred other campuses ministering to students 
and professors. 


HIGHER EDUCATION 


re! 


DIVISION OF HIGHER EDUCATION 
BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, U. S. 
BOX 1176, RICHMOND 9, VIRGINIA 








KEEP IT BRICHT 
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SYNODICALS MEET 


LAURENS, S. C. — Mrs. J. Melton 
Thompson of Olanta was elected and 
installed as president of the Women 
of South Carolina Synod at the 47th 
annual meeting of Synodical at First 
Church here. Speakers on the pro- 
gram included Dr. J. Sherrard Rice, 
pastor of the Columbia First Church, 
and Alfred Scarborough of Sumter, 
moderator of the Synod. 





MONROE, La. — Louisiana Synod 
Women of the Church held their an- 
nual meeting at First Church here, 
with Dr. Fred V. Poag, new pastor 
of the St. Charles Avenue church of 
New Orleans, as principal speaker. 
Among other speakers was Mrs. Mable 
Morley, director of leadership educa- 
tion for the Board of Women’s Work. 





MORRISTOWN, Tenn. — Women 
of the Church of Appalachia Synod 
held their annual meeting at First 
Church here. Speakers included Dr. 
W. Kirk Allen, pastor of First Church, 
Kingsport; Dr. Ben Ormand of Bre- 
vard, N. C., chairman of the Synod’s 
committee on Women’s Work; Dr. I. 
M. Ellis, regional director of Chris- 
tian Education; and the Rev. Bruce 
Frye, assistant to the president of 
King College. 

New Synodical officers include: Mrs. 
L. H. McKay of Hendersonville, N. C., 
vice-president at large; Mrs. John Al- 
lison of Draper’s Valley, Va., chair- 
man of spiritual growth; and Mrs. J. 
E. Wilson of Asheville, chairman of 
World Missions. 





LAYMAN—from p. 4 

citizens of this world, and right now. 
It is the heavenly vision which brings 
earthly blessing. It is the salt of re- 
deemed lives which preserves and 
gives savor to national life. It is the 
light of new creatures in Christ which 
shines into the dark places of our 
national existence. 


We live in a time which tries men’s 
souls, for immediate advantage is held 
out on every hand, and only by the 
grace of God can we look beyond and 
see that which is eternal. 


Some day there will be given to 
us the faculty to look back and see 
the way we have come. How tragic 
if we see compromise for the sake of 
temporary advantage! How wonderful 
if we realize that by the grace of God 
we looked beyond and up to the City 
made without hands, eternal in the 
heavens! 


PAGE 18 ; 


Children’s Bible Studies 


Rev. and Mrs. Paul G. Settle 


STORIES OF THE BEGINNINGS 
4. The Creation of Animals and Man 


DO YOU KNOW—How God made man? 


LOOK UP in the Bible: Genesis 2:7; Genesis 2:21-22; 


Colossians 3:10; Ephesians 4:24. 
WHAT DOES EACH VERSE SAY about God and man? 


THING TO REMEMBER: God is the Giver of all life. Read 
Isaiah 42:5. 


ANIMALS 

Genesis 1:25. ““God made the_____ ee 
after his kind, and____ Ss ss ss” after their. ___ __s __, 
and everything that _.§. — = Se ees upon the earth 


after his kind.”’ ‘After their kind’ means a mother cat will 
always have kittens and not puppies. 


MAN 
Genesis |: 26; John |: 1-3. God said, “Let. __ make __ ss __ 
in __ __ __ image, after __ __ __ likeness.” Whenever we say 


us and ‘our’, do we mean one or more than one person? 
. God meant God the Father, God the Son Jesus 

Christ, and God the Holy Spirit. LOOK UP Genesis 1:27. On 
the Sixth Day God created __ __ __ in the image of __ __ __. 
Before man sinned, he was pure and sinless like Jesus 
The Bible tells us that Christ was perfect. 
When man was created in Christ’s likeness, he, too, was perfect. 





* * 8 8 & 
Genesis | :28-30. Man is given __§§ _ = S$ over 
all creation. Dominion means to rule as a king. Find Psalm 8:4-8. 


GOD RESTS 
Read Genesis 2:1-2. God rested the Seventh __ __ __ from 


—. — — His __ __ __ __. He was not tired, but the work 
of Creation was finished. LOOK UP Genesis 2:3. God 
ee re the Seventh __ __ __, and sanctified it. 
That means He made it a__ __ __ __ day. 


* % *~ *~ * 


DO YOU KNOW YOUR BIBLE? 


How many books are there in the Old Testament? 


(Adapted from “Stories of the Beginnings,” Copyright 
1958 by the Sunday School House, Glendale, Gali?) 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION HAND- 


BOOK, Standard Publishing Company. 


Cincinnati, Ohio. 176 pp. $2.95. 

SUPERINTEND WITH SUCCESS, 
by Guy P. Leavitt. Standard Publish- 
ing Company. Cincinnati, Ohio. 143 
pp. $2.95. 


These are two brand new books 
which deal with the important matter 
of Christian Education in a most vital 
and helpful way. Let it be said right 
off the bat that any minister, DCE or 
other person seriously interested in 
Christian Education, particularly at the 
level of the local church, should, with- 
out delay, get his hands on these two 
books and dig into them. They con- 
tain a tremendous amount of valuable, 
solid data which cannot but help any- 
one who will use them. 


CHRISTIAN EDUCATION HAND- 
BOOK. This book contains 157 out- 
lines on various phases of the church’s 
teaching program, organization and 
personnel. It is the composite produc- 
tion of 143 Christian workers who 
were selected because of their ability 
and experience. It is difficult to 
describe adequately because of its 
unique approach and format. Each 
page contains one outline (the pages 
are 8% x 11). 


Examples of the 157 outlines are 
“The Basics of How to Teach” (for 
pre-school), “Playing the Story With 
Primaries,” “Introducing Children to 
Missions,” “Secretaries and Co-teach- 
ers Are Important,” “Introducing Jun- 
iors to Bible Geography,” “Objectives 
and Organization of Junior High (Sen- 
ior High also) Department,” “At- 
tendance Building and _ Publicity 
Ideas,” (Excellent), “The Laws of 
Teaching,” ‘Use and Scheduling of 
Elective Courses for Adults,” ‘The 
Elder’s Role in Christian Education,” 
“Recruiting Teachers,” ‘‘Workers’ 
Conference,” and so on. Many others 
equally stimulating are included. 


SUPERINTEND WITH SUCCESS. 
This is intended primarily for the Sun- 
day School Superintendent, but will 
be of great value to others as well. 
The five main headings, directed to 
the superintendent, are “You Vis- 
ualize,” “You Organize,” “You Depu- 
tize,” “You Supervise,” and “You An- 
alyze.” Charts, outlines and pertinent 
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questions add to the readability, and 
help the reader to find himself and 
evaluate his work. 


To be found in both are a healthy 
attitude toward the Scripture, a spirit- 
ual and practical approach to evan- 
gelism, an understanding of the needs 
of the average Sunday School in the 
average church and a genuine convic- 
tion that Christians must be educated 
if they are to be used to the fullest by 
the Lord. In a day when there are 
so many cross currents of thinking in 
Christian Education, it is rewarding 
to know that works of this calibre are 
being published. 


—/(Rev.) Loren V. Watson 
Appalachia, Va. 





AN INQUIRY INTO FAITH, by J. 
Wesley Robb. National Methodist Stu- 
dent Movement, Nashville, Tenn. (Pa- 
perback) 119 pp. $1.00. 


Recognizing the problem created by 
sophistication and modern learning on 
the college campus, the author of this 
“statement for the college mind” seeks 
to present the claims of Christianity, 
as he understands them, in a manner 
helpful to students. The book is typi- 
cal of the new approach to religion in 
the academic community. 


According to this new approach, re- 
ligious inquiry does not begin with 
revealed truth but with the problems 
and doubts characteristic of the intel- 
lectual life of the university com- 
munity. The spirit of inquiry must 
be the same — according to the au- 
thor — as that imposed by other 
disciplines, and the starting point is 
human experience as we find it. 


We make sense out of a religious 
approach to life — continues the au- 








Young lady, you'll not palm off 
any Old Testament on me... show 


me the NEWEST in the store. 
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thor — as we study and understand 
the ways man has expressed “meaning- 
ful relationships” both in our time and 
in the past, through his art, music and 
literature, as well as his religions. 


Here is a book which offers not only 
a philosophy of religion but also a 
psychology of religious experience. 
Faith is viewed as an existential act 
in which the “spirit of learning’ and 
the “spirit of religion” are seen to be 
essentially the same. Religion is most- 
ly the response of the whole person, 
mind and body, in reverence and awe, 
to the universe. 


Persons who would see and under- 
stand the work of the Enemy should 
read this book. Here is what Unbelief 
is saying and doing today to render in- 
effective — if it could — supernatural 
religion. 


Formerly Unbelief disassociated it- 
self from Christianity. Today — and 
in the one place where it can do the 
most harm, the academic community 
— Unbelief is working hardest to 
clothe itself with the garments of 
Faith and so monopolize the inquiring 
mind that true, revealed religion is 
effectively locked out and discredited. 
The antidote to a book such as this 
one is almost any New Testament pass- 
age. 

—G. Aiken Taylor 





BOOK BRIEFS 


THE NEW TESTAMENT DOCUMENTS, 
ARE THEY RELIABLE? by F. F, Bruce. 
Wm. B. Eerdmans, Co. Grand Rapids. 
120 pp. Paper, $1.25. A_ fifth, revised 
edition of a brief, comprehensive “intro- 
duction” to the New Testament literature, 
dealing with problems of date, authorship 
and reliability, from the standpoint of 
internal and external evidences. A good, 
apologetical work. 


HIGHLIGHTS OF CHURCH HISTORY, 


by Howard F. Vos. Moody Colportage 
Library, Moody Press, Chicago. 128 pp. 
Paper, $.39. A sweeping view of the 


story of the Church from the Apostles to 
the present. By no means comprehensive, 
yet this book offers as thorough a survey 
of the events of the past 2,000 years as are 
possible in so brief a space. A sort of edi- 
torial commentary on everything from 
Chalcedon to modern revivalism. 


THE BIBLICAL DOCTRINE OF INITIA.- 


TION, by R. E. O. White. Wm. B. Eerd- 
mans Co., Grand Rapids. 392 pp. $6.00. 
An exhaustive treatment of the Biblical 


doctrine of Baptism from the immersionist 
standpoint. A Baptist, Dr. White has de- 


veloped a scholarly contribution which is 
characterized by a much stronger sacra- 
mental approach than might be expected. 
The treatment is generally from the stand- 
point of evangelism and regeneration. 
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MINISTERS 


James Sommerville, from Hayne- 
ville, Ala., to the Wise, Va., church. 
Jefferson T. Kesterson, from 
Greensboro, N. C., to the East Ridge 
church, Chattanooga, Tenn. (eff. 
Nov. 1). 

A. G. Courtenay, from Roxboro, N. 
C., to the Willow Springs, N. C. 
church. 

C. B. Yeargan, Jr., from Williams- 
ton, N. C., to Washington, N. C. 
Algernon Killough, from Handsboro, 
Miss., to the Centreville, Miss., 
church. 

William Brown, from Fairhope, Ala., 
to the Faith church, Guilford Col- 
lege, Greensboro, N. C. 

J. O. Howell, Wentworth, N. C., is 
now teaching in Georgia. 

Gerald N. Reiff, from Leaksville, N. 
C., to the Navy Chaplaincy. 

Leslie C. Robinson, from Ports- 
mouth, Va., to Grifton, N. C. 

Gavin L. Douglas, from Tampa, Fla., 
to Odessa, Fla. 

Ellis L. Green, from Longview, 
Texas, to the Berean church, New 
Orleans, La. 

Daniel H. Barfield, from Rule, 
Texas, to director of the United 
Christian Fellowship, Beaumont, 
Texas. 

L. Richard Meeth, who has been tak- 
ing graduate work at Union Semi- 
nary, New York, has become min- 
ister of Calvary church, Richmond, 
Va. 

Thomas P. Lovett, from Waco, 
Texas, to assistant pastor of the 
University church, Austin, Texas. 
Dwight Seneker, from Liberty, Mo., 
to the Southeast chu.ch, Kansas 
City, Mo. 

Vernon C. Bowman, from Kingsport, 
Tenn., to the Alexandria and Kahota 
churches, Kahota, Mo. 

Frank C. Havlicek, from North Mi- 
ami, Fla., to assistant pastor of the 
First Church, Hollywood, Fla. 

H. Dewey Herring, from Benson, N. 
C., to Spring Lake, N. C. 


George A. Fletcher, from Wilmore, 
Ky., to the Nicholasville, Ky., church. 
Fleet G. Cook, from Clarendon, Ark., 
to the Sugarloaf church, Heber 
Springs, Ark. 

Jack C. Robinson, from Silver Creek, 
Ga., to Lindale, Ga. 

G. M. Valenzuela, from Del Rio, 
Texas, to Central Church, San An- 
tonio, Texas. 

T. J. Wharton, from Long Beach, 
Miss., to Rt. 1, Cuevas Rural Sta., 
Pass Christian, Miss. 





DEATHS 


Foster D. Smith, pastor of the Ge- 
neva, Goshen, Hebron and Oak Hill 
churches, Oxford, N. C., died Sep- 
tember 17 after a sudden illness. 





LETTERS 
AND STILL THEY COME 


“Protestant Distinctives and the 
American Crisis” is the sanest, clearest 
presentation I have ever seen on this 
subject. I trust it is being widely 
distributed. 


—Mrs. J. A. Barry 
Fountain Inn, S. C. 





In thorough agreement with you, 
I cannot see how a Protestant can vote 
for a Roman Catholic as President of 
the United States. I hope that your 
address will have wide distribution, and 
that it will be heeded by all who 
read it. 


—(Rev.) Ben L. Rose 
Richmond, Va. 





We Protestants have been intimidat- 
ed into silence lest we be accused of 
bigotry, and the basic principles of 
Protestantism are thereby being sadly 
eclipsed. 

—/(Rev.) Roy E. Watts 
High Point, N. C. 





This is just what we have been 
praying and waiting for. It is a high 
level, scholarly, reliable and accurate 
summary of the whole issue. It is 
one that is void of mud-slinging or 
slanted or prejudiced views . . . I am, 
for the present Masonic year Grand 
Chaplain of the Grand Lodge of Texas, 
A. F. & A. M. I can use this classic 





of Dr. Bell’s not only to insert in my 
church bulletin but Master Masons 
will be grateful to receive it every- 
where. 


—/(Rev.) William B. Holmes, Jr. 
Van Horn, Tex. 


As of this writing, 120,000 ‘Prot- 
estant Distinctives’” have rolled from 
the press and the number promises to 
double. Order 30c doz., $2.00 hun- 
dred.— Ed. 





PRAISES STAND AGAINST 
UNBELIEF 


The Journal certainly has strength- 
ened my faith in Christ, the Bible as 
the Word of God, and the Reformed 
Faith. The articles on the NCC and, 
lately, “Unbelief In Modern Dress,” 
have been excellent. In many quar- 
ters today Christ can be rejected in 
every truth of His life from the virgin 
birth to His glorious return, but on 
the other hand we must not speak un- 
kindly of Barth, Brunner, Tillich or 
Neibuhr. It is sad that some advocates 
of “Unbelief In Modern Dress” com- 
mand more respect than Christ Him- 
self. The Journal is such a good little 
paper that I pass it on to some of my 
fellow ministers. A good many of 
them are completely ignorant of our 
evangelical position, especially with 
regard to the inspiration of the Word 
of God. 


—(Rev.) Hugh Flemming, Jr. 
Gagetown, N.B., Canada 





MORE ABOUT 
“EVERY FAMILY PLAN” 


We have had the Journal sent into 
the homes of our congregation for al- 
most a year, now, and the response 
has been wonderful. On several oc- 
casions, members have opened discus- 
sions with me on very profound the- 
ological subjects and complex issues, 
expressing themselves in ways that 
amazed me with their grasp of the sub- 
ject. Investigation indicates that the 
source of knowledge first was the 
Journal, often supplemented by out- 
side study. The news, the editorials, 
and the Bible studies as well as the 
book reviews are excellent; and it 
gives me great joy to know that this 
aggressive witness for Biblical Chris- 
tianity enters every home in our 
Church each week. 


—(Rev.) Lane G. Adams 
Miami, Fla. 
Every Family Plan 
$2 each—Ed. 
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